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The Greening of Eastern Europe

Eastern Europe is home to some of the most important flora and fauna on the planet and forms a huge  powerhouse of the world 
economy of the 21st century. Other parts of the region are still struggling with deep and life-threatening poverty and inequality.  
Other people are challenging stereotypes and norms.The pressures from East and West and the EU are explored.

 The book explores the paradoxes of the successes and challenges of today's Eastern Europe, on the one hand with democratic  
freedoms and on the other still locked in financially and dependently to the Eastern Block. The book asks what global sustainability 
looks like in a world where each of us is dependent and inter-dependent on the whole human family, nature, other species, the  
planet and its systems? We have much to learn from each other.

This book attempts to chart the innovations and challenges that Eastern Europe faces as a carbon store of holding  important keys  
to land use and to development in its rich variety of  situations from Lake Baikal,  Siberia to Montenegro  and its investment  
challenges, to the crisis of the Euro in Greece and Cyprus to the issues of safety and stability in Kosovo and the questions of  
energy and economic power and holding whole economies to ransom in Lithuania and Moldova and to integration in Germany,  
pensions around the region and who will pay for them as well as what its like in todays Russia and how Slovenia emerged thriving  
whilst other former Soviet countries still struggle today with some of the lowest GDP ratios in the EU, and Bulgaria and Romania 
and Moldova in particular- we explore the dynamics there. How and why Polish has become the second language in the UK.  From 
a green perspective, we hear voices all around the region about the implementation of the green economy.

This book sets the scene for the physical and social environment of the 21st century, and introduces the context and features of 
these changes to the reader.

 Welcome to the “Age of Global transformation and the Age of Green Economics”

Ban Ki-Moon Head of the United Nations

Editors'  Biographies
Michelle S Gale de Oliveira is author and Director of the Green Economics Institute and a specialist in human rights law and de-
velopment, and founder of the Gender Progress Consortium.

Dr Sandra Gusta is Associate Professor in Economics at the Latvian University of Agriculture, Architecture and Building, a member 
of the Board of the Latvian Association of Economists and also of the Latvian Association of Civil Engineers.

Professor Dzintra Atstaja is Doctor of Economic Science and Professor of the School of Business and Finance(Latvia) and Head 
of Technogenic Environmental Safety in Research and Senior Researcher at Riga Technical University. She specialises in Macro 
economics and sustainable development, environmental management, civil defense and work safety. She is a member of the Euro-
pean Society for the History of Economic Thought and the Latvian Association of Economics.

Miriam Kennet is CEO, director and co-founder of the Green Economics Institute and the founder and editor of the International 
Journal of Green Economics. She is a member of Mansfield College, Oxford University and the Environmental Change Institute, 
Oxford University. She is  a UK government recommendation for the IPCC and has her own delegation to the Kyoto Climate Proto-
col Conferences and to the RIO +20 Conference. Her research at South Bank University, London and at Templeton College, Ox-
ford University focused on green issues and strategic management. She is editor and author of 100s of articles, book chapters and 
books in many languages. Miriam recently was named as one of the 100 most powerful unseen women making change globally at 
a ceremony in London. She is the founder and Director of The Green Economics Institute and the International Journal of Green  
Economics and is credited with the development of the  inclusive, academic discipline of green economics. She has travelled over-
land and lectured extensively all around  Eastern Europe including in Montenegro, Estonia, Poland and Hungary and she ran a 
conference  at Trinity College, the University of Oxford exploring the Greening of Eastern Europe which inspired this book.
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